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contemplation,1 With riches he contemned also profane eloquence, on
which he had bestowed so much pains, making an entire sacrifice of it
to Jesus Christ. His classics and books of profane oratory he abandoned
to the worms and moths.2 He regarded the greatest honours as vain
dreams, which only deceive men, and dreaded the precipices down which
ambition drags its inconsiderate slaves. Nothing appeared to him com-
parable to the life which a man leads who is dead to himself and his sensual
inclinations; .who lives as it were out of the world, and has no other
conversation but with God.8 However, he for some time took upon him
the care of his father's household and the management of his affairs. He
was afflicted with several sharp fits of sickness, caused by his extreme
austerities and continual tears, which often did not suffer him to sleep.4
He rejoiced in his distempers, because in them he found the best oppor-
tunities of mortification and self-denial.5 The immoderate laughter, which
his cheerful disposition had made him subject to in his youth, was after-
wards the subject of his tears. He obtained so complete a conquest over
the passion of anger as to prevent all indeliberate motions of it, and became
totally indifferent in regard to all that before was most dear to him. His
generous liberality to the poor made him always as destitute of earthly
goods as the poorest, and his estate was common to all who were in necessity,
as a port is to all at sea.6 Never does there seem to have been a greater
lover of retirement and silence.. He laments the excesses into which
talkativeness draws men, and the miserable itch that prevails in most
people to become teachers of others.7

It was his most earnest desire to disengage himself from the converse
of men and the world, that he might more freely enjoy that of heaven.
He accordingly, in 358, joined St Basil in the solitude into which he had
retreated, situate near the river Iris, in Pontus. Here, watching, fasting,
prayer, studying the holy scriptures, singing psalms, and manual labour
employed their whole time. As to their exposition of the divine oracles,
they were guided in this not by their own lights and particular way of
thinking, but, as Rufinus writes,8 by the interpretation which the ancient
fathers and doctors of the church had delivered concerning them. But
this solitude Gregory enjoyed only just long enough to be enamoured of
its sweetness, being soon recalled back by his father, then above eighty,
to assist him in the government of his flock. To draw the greater succour
from him he ordained him priest by force and when he least expected it.
This was performed in the church on some great festival, and probably
on Christmas Day in 361. He knew the sentiments of his son with regard
to that charge, and his invincible reluctance on several accounts, which
was the reason of his taking this method. The saint accordingly speaks
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